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concerns itself with the relations of the climatic elements to all forms of life — 
human, animal and plant. Its aim is to discuss the value of the climatic factor 
in the distribution, characteristics and habits of man, and of the animals and 
plants upon which his life, directly or indirectly, depends. It deals with such 
subjects as the control of climate over crops, over industries, and over habit- 
ability; with acclimatization; with the relations of climate and health, and 
with an almost endless series of similar immediately practical problems. The 
study of these life relations of climate in the most important subject for the 
climatologist. His discoveries along these lines are his greatest contributions to 
the advance of science. 

This vital and practical aspect of climatology is discussed by Dr. Eckhardt 
in his excellent little volume, with the sub-title " Bioklimatologie. " As far as 
is possible within the limits of his book, the author has given an admirably 
clear, systematic and interesting outline of the controls of climate over the 
development and distribution of plants and animals. He discusses briefly such 
matters as the plant zones as dependent on climate ; the influence of the glacial 
period upon the distribution of plant life, and the acclimatization of plants and 
animals. To climate and man about one-third of the book is devoted. Here 
we find a brief but clear statement of the problem of human acclimatization, 
and a general account of the climatic controls of agriculture, industry and 
transportation. The relations of climate and health are also considered, as are 
the effects of climatic oscillations upon agriculture, transportation and industry. 
Dr. Eckhardt has given us what we needed: a simple statement of the relations 
of climate and life from the point of view of a climatologist. E. DeC. Ward. 



TEACHING AND METHODOLOGY 

Laboratory Exercises in Structural and Historical Geology. 

A Laboratory Manual Based on Folios of the United States Geological 
Survey, for Use with Classes in Structural and Historical Geology. By 
Bollin D. Salisbury and Arthur C. Trowbridge, v and 76 pp. Henry Holt 
& Co., NeW York, 1913. 7% x 5. 
A booklet which offers a valuable aid for instruction in geology. The ex- 
ercises are based entirely on the folios of the United States Geological Survey 
and they make reference to about two-thirds of the folios now published. 
There is decided advantage in this limitation to easily available material. 
The questions are distinguished as elementary and more difficult, thus pro- 
viding for work of different degrees of advancement. 

The questions and directions for study are clear and ample. Exercises 
1-6, although occupying nearly one-half the space, are regarded as introduc- 
tory, pertaining as they do to structural problems. Exercises 7-13 relate to 
historical geology, each exercise covering one or more of the periods of geologi- 
cal time. The student who works carefully through this manual will not 
only get a specific acquaintance with principles but will have a valuable 
knowledge of the areal geology of the United States. Under the plan of 
study proposed three or four copies of each folio are regarded as enough for 
a class of twenty-five members. A. P. Bkigham. 

Asia: A Supplementary Geography. By James Franklin Chamber- 
lain and Arthur Henry Cha m 'berlain. In series: The Continents and 
Their People, ix and 198 pp. Maps, ills., index. The Macmillan Co., 
New York, 1913. 55 cents. 7% x 5. 

This little volume suggests certain defects which it is unwise to set before 
children at their most impressionable age. We may instance this by a single 
sentence taken from the chapter on Korea at page 189: "It would seem 
very strange to you to see men carrying live hogs upon their backs, and 
policemen carrying swords. ' ' Such an item must inculcate the priggish doctrine 
that everything outside our own little parish is outlandish, when every effort 
should be made to imply the essential solidarity of mankind and to root out the 
feeling of small superiority. We know of no such moral superiority in timber 



